Trainers depend on reputation not accreditation and this is the way it will always be

Without accreditation there can be no assurance that a trainer is any good

Opinion clearly divided but with slight majoririty opting for accreditation as essentil to assuring quality. 60 – 40 split but with 40% gap in middle. Opinions relatively strong around this issue – about 90% held a clear opinion.

“Freelance” or private sector trainers were more inclined to think a trainers reputation was more important than accreditation.

If there is to be accreditation this should be based on peer appraisal of practice

Accreditation should be based on qualification

More people felt that if there was accreditation it should be based on peer appraisal. About a third felt this very strongly. Again, there was consistency between those who were in favour of deregulation and were ‘anti-university’ involvement. Those who did feel that there should be a qualification base did not feel this very strongly.

Training and accreditation of trainers should focus on those professionals who earn their living out of training people

Accreditation and training of trainers should include those people for whom training others is not their primary role

There were equal numbers (about a third) who felt strongly about each staement. Another third were ‘neutral’.

Trainers are all those involved in the management, organisation or delivery of  training

VET teachers and trainers jobs are coming together

The skills and competences of VET teachers and VET trainers are very different

Opinion sharply divided (about 50 – 50) but not extremely held views. Again those who support deregulated position and thought trainer reputation is more important than accreditation also agreed that skills and competences very different for trainers and teachers.

It is essential for trainers to be experts in the subject they are training

Trainers probably need a baseline knowledge in the subject they are teaching but training skills and techniques are more important

Overwhelming number thought that trainers should be experts in their own subject area. However half of them did not hold this viw very strongly. A few extreme (and vociferous!) ones felt that training process skills are more important than content skills and did believe this extremely strongly. 

Training should be a regulated profession

Anyone who thinks they are a trainer should be allowed to practice as a trainer

No one at either extreme. All but two in favour of regulation but cautiously so – nearly half were just off centre about this. The two who were in favour of maintaining the deregulated position were the same as those who thought trainer reputation was more important than accreditation.

Professionalising training will improve quality

Professionalising training will exclude many individuals

Opinion divided almost equally but those who felt that professionaliing training will improve quality were more committed to their position

Trainers should be responsible for their own professional development

There should be a national or international training the trainer programme

All shades of grey! A continuum from one position to the other but no extreme opinions

There are far too many VET researchers into telling trainers what to do in practice

VET research can inform trainers but researchers should accept that they are not practitioners

Almost consensus on this answer

If we are to have accreditation, regulation and recognised training for trainers the universities have a key role to play

Accreditation / trainer training will only be credible and acceptable if the universities and government agencies allow the community of practice to sort it out themselves.

Interesting pattern.  50% of people were slightly in favour of universities having a key role. However about a third felt very strongly that trainer training and accreditation should be regulated by communities of practice and would not be credible if the universities and government agencies were involved. A few felt very strongly that unversities did have a key role. Basically, the jury is out on this one!

